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Lets Get Up To Date -  
I hope everyone has managed to get through this crazy winter 
with limited setbacks.  The quick temperature changes from 
spring time warmth to arctic winter blast within just a few hours 
has made it quite a difficult winter both for humans and animals. 
Wishing everyone had a successful fall calving season despite the 
harsh conditions.  Just a few more weeks - and its Spring!

It has been awhile since the last CORRAL and we apologize for 
that.  With almost all positions within the ABA being by 
volunteer; it is sometimes hard to find someone with the desire, 
ability and most importantly someone who has the time to 
dedicate to each particular position.  We are working towards 
having the CORRAL on a regular basis with the assistance we are 
receiving with this one.  Ideally we would like to include articles, 
insights, and stories straight from our fellow ABA members’ 
farms! So if anyone has something they would like to share, please 
do - we would love to feature you in our next newsletter.
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BOARD BALLOTS 

Ballots have been sent out by 
mail. Check the website for 
candidate bios! Please submit 
your selections for the 2019 
ABA Board of Directors by 
having your submission post 
marked by February 23.   

MEMBERSHIP 
RENEWAL 

Membership renewal 
reminders have been sent out 
by mail.  Please make sure to 
have a current valid 
membership to have your 
ballots count.  Memberships 
can be paid by check or 
online. 

WELCOME NEW 
MEMBERS! 

-Katherine Dallas - Lifetime 
-Daniel Stoltzfus - Associate 
-Shane&Kelly Conrad - Lifetime  
-Leland Muehr - Lifetime  
-David Hensley - Lifetime  
-Wyatt Hawk - Junior  
-Adam Adams - Annual  
-Eric Curtis - Lifetime 
-Julian Eli Goodman - Lifetime  
-Miller & Son Farms - Annual  
-Evie Lynn & Michael 
Stuckenberger - Lifetime
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We will also be actively updating the ABA website with new and 
relevant information that members have been requesting. Events 
for 2019 have been posted and many other updates throughout 
the site have already taken place.  Also, be on the lookout for a 
revamp of the breeders list by state.  We plan to make 
improvements to better assist those interested in purchasing 
from your farms.  

From the activity we have gained through the website and 
facebook it is clear the Beefalo breed is getting out there is doing 
very well.  There has been a steady increase of interest in meat, 
breeding stock and memberships.  With that, we expect a record 
number of people attending the 2019 Kentucky Farm Bureau 
Beef Expo specifically for Beefalo. We are growing - how exciting!

This year while at the Kentucky Farm Bureau Beef Expo an 
election will be held for the 2019 ABA Board Members.  Election 
Ballots were sent out just a few days ago and we hope you 
participate in this years election as we have had more candidates 
nominated this year than other other year in the last 10 years.  It 
is great that people are wanting to get involved and participate.  
Please make sure your ballots are post marked by Saturday, 
February 23, 2019 so that we will have them in time to count at 
the official election at the ABA dinner on Friday, March 1, 2019.  

-Sincerely 
Kyle Skidmore - ABA President
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2019 KENTUCKY 
FARM BUREAU 
BEEF EXPO - 
BEEFALO SHOW & 
SALE 

We will have a great turn out this 
year with really amazing looking 
animals.  There are 13 consigners 
from 8 different states bringing 
40 animals to compete.  Check 
the ABA website for the official 
Beefalo Catalog. Come join us - 
we would love to see you there! 

SHOW:   March 1 @ 2:30pm 
DINNER:  March 1 @ 6:30pm 
SALE:    March 2 @ 9:30am 

• ABA dinner tickets are $20 
each and we request that you 
RSVP in advance 

• If you are attending the Beefalo 
Sale we request that you pick 
up your official bidder card 
from the ABA Booth on 
Saturday, March 2 @ 8am 

For QUESTIONS or to RSVP: 
1-800-BEEFALO, extension 3 
EVERYONE IS WELCOME!
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KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU BEEF EXPO -  
BEEFALO SHOW & SALE  
On February 27th trucks, trailers and Beefalo will start rolling into Louisville Kentucky to kick off the 
first National Beefalo Show of 2019 and the only ABA sanctioned Sale of the year. In the 2019 Kentucky 
Beef Expo there are 11 breeds showcased. Beefalo just happens to be one of them. This years show has 40 
entries ranging from a 5 month old 
bull calf that will be shown at the 
dam’s side and then shown 
individually to a 14 year old Beefalo 
cow that has a young calf at her side. 
22 female entries and 18 bull entries. 
All animals will go through the Show 
ring on Friday March 1st and then the 
Sale ring on Saturday March 2nd. 
There are 13 consignors entered from 
8 different states. We look forward to 
a great turn out!

SALE TIME - Consignors do have 
reserves set on animals and have the 
option to “buy” back their animal in the sale ring. The buy back option is an unspoken “rule” that the 
Expo would rather not be mentioned but at full disclosure to our breed it does exist. Animals will be sold 
to the highest bidder so if you are the highest bidder than it is your animal. Reserves are exercised 
through the “buy” back option. The “buy” back option is generally discreet where the bidding is done by 
someone other than the animals consignor. Some people argue that this isn’t fair but what is not fair is the 
consignors putting their hard work and many miles into these animals and getting them to this event to 
sell them for less than market price.

Beefalo are a unique breed/species that are becoming ever so more poplar and sought after. Please make 
your plans to attend the Event which is historically held the first weekend of March in Louisville KY!

Sincerely, Kyle Skidmore - ABA Show and Sale Chairman

BOARD BALLOTS & 
MEMBERSHIP 
RENEWAL  
Watch your mail and be sure to send these items back 
by Saturday, February 23, 2019. Don’t know the 
candidates? Check the website for candidate bios!

�3Type to enter a caption.
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TO WEIGH AND CONSIDER 
Back in the year 2000 your Beefalo Association was strongly considering joining many other breed associations in 
developing Expected Progeny Difference criteria (EPDs) for the Beefalo Breed.  I fully supported the concept then - 
and - since.  The current Board is considering the project again.  Let me state that I think it is a great idea.  We just 
couldn’t afford it in 2000.

That being said, there are some serious facts to be considered.  Amount the first is a computer system and 
programer to make the concept work.  Way back then, the Board decided that we didn’t have the necessary talent in 
house to develop the system.  The same is true today.  After much research, we found that the University of Georgia 
would be willing to help design and develop the necessary software for $20,000.  It may be cheaper now, but I 
suspect there will be significant cost involved.  It may be less expensive to procure a system developed and ready to 
implement.  

The next step - perhaps even before obtaining a system is to determine exactly what we need - what performance 
factor we want to measure.  Some breeds measure six to fifteen performance factors.  We may not need that many to 
start - but the decision must be made.  At a minimum we would probably need birth weight, weaning weight, 
yearling weights, maternal milk and some carcass quality factors.

As usual, the devil is in the details.  It is common knowledge that many factors effect performance of a given calf.  
For example, was there adequate rainfall, what feeds were used, what about grass varieties and were pastures and hay 
fields irrigated.  What was the average temperature, creep feed or not, naturally raised calf or embryo transplant, 
weight by scare or estimate, etc., etc.

We are all aware that most Beefalo breeders do not collect and record all the possible variables that can affect 
preference in a formal manner.  Obviously, if we all collect data in different ways the result - The EPDs - can be 
variable.  We will have to develop some types of criteria to distinguish between Fullblood markered animals and the 
various percentages.

Do we want EPDs that are accurate and predictable?  If so, there are some other factors to consider.  If we want 
assurance, we must gather and submit data on every calf born in each herd - good and bad. We must have a 
significant number of herds using the same sires (probably by AI) to reduce the environmental impacts discussed 
earlier.  

I am not a statistics person, but I would guess that to have any kind of real useful numbers, we would need data on 
at least 50 bulls from at least 50 breeders gathered over at last 5 years and probably 1000 to 1500 cows.  The greater 
volume of raw data the more accurate the EPD data will be.

Lets do a re-cap.  Do we really want to join with and compete with other major breeds?  If so, EPDs are a must!!  Are 
we willing to require breeders to gather, records and submit the necessary data. Are we willing to expand the use of 
AI to get sufficient data on bulls?  Are we willing to stick with the program long enough to collect sufficient data?  
Are we willing to commit the necessary personnel resources to collect, manipulate, record and classify the raw data, 
and most important, are we willing to adequately fund the project to fruition?  There are obviously many other 
factors that I have no knowledge of!!  This, of course is just a beginning.  

Each of use must weigh and consider each of these factors.  Make your voice heard at the next General Membership 
meeting. 

-—Larry Hacker
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BEEFALO RECIPES! 
Send us your favorite Beefalo recipes, so we can share them in the next CORRAL!

�5

BEEFALO CHILI 
Serves 5-6 

- 2lbs of ground beefalo

- 4 packets of chili powder

- 1 large onion - chopped

- 3 14oz cans of diced tomatoes

- 2 14oz cans of chili beans

- 1 24oz can of baked beans

Brown the ground beefalo using 2 packets of chili powder 
and the large chopped onion.   
 
While the meat is browning add the remaining 2 chili 
powder packets and all other ingredients in a pot.  Cook 
on medium the the meat is browned. 
 
Once the meat has finished browning combine everything 
into one pot and stir, heat on medium for another 10 
minutes. Then remove from heat and let cool.  

Submitted by: Kyle Skidmore

BEEFALO TIPS A 

LA BOURGOGNE 
Serves 8 to 10  

- 3 to 31/2 lb. boneless beefalo 
rump roast

- 2 large onions, diced

- 1 3ox can sliced mushrooms, 
drained

- 1/4 cup olive oil

- 11/2 cup burgundy

- 2 cups beef broth

- 1 101/2 oz. can tomato puree

- 12 juniper berries

- 2 bay leaves

- Hot cooked noodles

- Grated nutmeg

 

Cut rump roast into 11/2 inch thick slices.  Cook over hot 
hickory chips and coals for 9 to 10 minutes on each side.  
Cool slightly and cut into cubes.  

In a large skilled or Dutch oven (on range), brown cubes, 
onions, and sliced mushrooms in olive oil.  Add wine and 
heat to boiling.  Cook uncovered, over medium heat for 15 
minutes, stirring occasionally.  

Stir in beef broth, tomato puree, juniper berries, and bay 
leaves. Simmer uncovered for 11/4 hours or until meat is 
tender.  Season with salt and pepper, if desired. 

Remove bay leaves at serving time. Serve with hot cooked 
noodles that have been sprinkled with freshly grated 
nutmeg.  

Submitted by: ABA Facebook page


